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Prismatic

Deborah Bonar paints with lyricism and delicacy, producing work of immense visual 
power and complexity. Her paintings are bold kaleidoscopes of vigorous lines and 
dots. The spontaneous prismatic colours dance upon the canvas, reflecting a sense of 
positive energy, optimism, balance and harmony.

This exhibition features a significant body of fresh and exciting work comprising of 
contemporary abstract landscapes and skyscapes, shot through with several themes.

One series of paintings depict fiery upheavals of heaven and earth, volcanic eruption, 
thunder and lightning, shooting stars and seismic waves, exploring how the phenomena 
of the natural world such as weather, matter and energy exist and change of their own 
accord.

Another series of paintings represent the rugged landscapes of the Kimberley, or the 
wildflower country of the Midwest, the heartlands of her Gija and Yamatji heritage.

Recurring themes of her paintings highlight the importance of place in our consciousness, 
in forming cultural identity and in capturing and fascinating our imagination. Many of 
her works symbolise the continuation of ancient pathways, journeys taken, migration, 
destinations and meeting places.



On the edge of Lake Joondalup, 2014
Acrylic on canvas, 20 x 20 cm
Deborah Bonar
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Sailing Home, 2014
Acrylic on canvas, 20 x 20 cm
Deborah Bonar
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Looking out from the Jetty, 2014
Acrylic on canvas, 20 x 20 cm
Deborah Bonar
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Crossroads, 2014
Ochre on canvas, 20 x 20 cm
Deborah Bonar
5

Many tracks cross the landscape as people come together to celebrate.



Ochre Pit, 2014
Ochre on canvas, 20 x 20 cm
Deborah Bonar
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Aboriginal people have used ochre for body painting and rock art for 
thousands of years.



Ocean, 2013
Acrylic on canvas, 25 x 25 cm
Deborah Bonar
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Sparkling sapphire waves rhythmically crashing on white sand, like the 
beating heart of the ocean. Salt tang on my tongue and sand washing 
away beneath my feet.



Bushfire, 2013
Acrylic on canvas, 25 x 25 cm
Deborah Bonar
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The smoke and heat of the bushfire promotes new growth. The wind 
blows the seeds and pods from burned plants and the bush springs into 
life.



Women Yarning round the Campfire, 2013
Acrylic on Belgian linen, 25 x 25 cm
Deborah Bonar
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Women cook up the food they have gathered while yarning round the 
campfire.



Summer Time and the Living is Easy, 2013
Acrylic on Belgian linen, 25 x 25 cm
Deborah Bonar
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Campsites and gathering places near lakes, rivers and wetlands. Good 
tucker and the fish are jumping.



Flight Path, 2014
Ochre on canvas, 25 x 25 cm
Deborah Bonar
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A plane flies like a bird over the wetlands and lands on the runway at 
Perth Airport.



One Mile Gully, 2014
Ochre on canvas, 25 x 25 cm
Deborah Bonar
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My grandparents settled at the One Mile Gully in Wyndham and raised 
their family there.



Goldfields, 2014
Ochre on canvas, 25 x 25 cm
Deborah Bonar
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Pilbara, 2014
Ochre on canvas, 25 x 25 cm
Deborah Bonar
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Tasting the Merlot, 2013
Acrylic on canvas - framed, 35.5 x 31.5 cm
Deborah Bonar
15

 

A shady gazebo in Chapman Valley, relaxing in the vineyard with red, red 
wine.



After the Rain, 2013
Acrylic on canvas - framed, 35.5 x 31.5 cm
Deborah Bonar
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After the rain the creeks fill, the rivers flow, there is new growth, new 
blooms and new life.



Under a Summer Sky, 2013
Acrylic on canvas - framed, 35.5 x 31.5 cm
Deborah Bonar
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The landscape glows with nature’s jewels, under a summer sky.  Fields of 
grains and wildflowers, dancing in the breeze.



Sunlover, 2013
Acrylic on canvas, 31 x 31 cm
Deborah Bonar
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Vibrant carpets of everlastings in pinks, whites and yellows follow the 
sun as it moves across the sky.



Fireworks, 2013
Acrylic on canvas, 31 x 31 cm
Deborah Bonar
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An Australia Day explosion of colour in the sky over Perth city.



Seismic Waves, 2013
Acrylic on canvas - framed, 49 x 27.5 cm
Deborah Bonar
20

Earthquakes, explosions or volcanic eruptions cause waves of energy to 
travel through the earth’s layers.



Volcanic Eruption, 2013
Acrylic on canvas - framed, 49 x 27.5 cm
Deborah Bonar
21

The earth’s tectonic plates collide and separate causing volcanic 
eruptions and earthquakes.



Molten Rock, 2013
Acrylic on canvas - framed, 49 x 27.5 cm
Deborah Bonar
22

Below the surface of the earth, pressure builds up in the molten rock 
until it erupts. Gases, rock and lava shoot up through the volcano.



Sky Show, 2013
Acrylic on Belgian linen - framed, 49 x 27.5 cm
Deborah Bonar
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   The shooting stars of a meteor shower create a magical sky show.



The Cosmos, 2013
Acrylic on canvas - framed, 49 x 27.5 cm
Deborah Bonar
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The vast universe in the heavens, full of starry jewels, planets, stellar 
explosions, brilliance, harmony and movement.



Tsunami, 2013
Acrylic on canvas - framed, 49 x 27.5 cm
Deborah Bonar
25

An erupting volcano deep below the sea triggers a tsunami, a tidal wave 
of enormous destructive power.



Flash Flood, 2013
Acrylic on canvas - framed, 49 x 27.5 cm
Deborah Bonar
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A tropical low during the monsoon rains causes flash flooding.



Metor Shower, 2013
Acrylic on canvas - framed, 49 x 27.5 cm
Deborah Bonar
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Shooting stars burst out of the constellation.



Earthquake, 2013
Acrylic on canvas - framed, 49 x 27.5 cm
Deborah Bonar
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A sudden release of energy in the earth’s crust creates seismic waves, 
which can result in earthquakes.



Purnululu After the Rain, 2014
Ochre on canvas - framed, 49 x 27.5 cm
Deborah Bonar
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Seashells on the Sand, 2014
Ochre on canvas - framed, 49 x 27.5 cm
Deborah Bonar
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Rain on the Wind, 2014
Ochre on canvas - framed, 49 x 27.5 cm
Deborah Bonar
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Outback Hills, 2014
Ochre on canvas - framed, 49 x 27.5 cm
Deborah Bonar
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Thundelarra Wildflowers, 2014
Ochre on canvas - framed, 49 x 27.5 cm
Deborah Bonar
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Morning Mist over the River, 2014
Ochre on canvas - framed, 49 x 27.5 cm
Deborah Bonar
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Girls Just Wanna Have Fun! 2014
Ochre on canvas - framed, 49 x 27.5 cm
Deborah Bonar
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Vineyards in the Valley, 2014
Ochre on canvas - framed, 49 x 27.5 cm
Deborah Bonar
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Cool Afternoon in the Forest, 2014
Ochre on canvas - framed, 49 x 27.5 cm
Deborah Bonar
37



Sea Breeze, 2014
Acrylic & ochre on Belgian linen - framed, 49 x 27.5 cm
Deborah Bonar
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Dry River Bed 1, 2012
Ochre on canvas - framed, 49 x 49 cm
Deborah Bonar
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Dry River Bed 2, 2012
Ochre on canvas - framed, 49 x 49 cm
Deborah Bonar

Dry River Bed 3, 2012
Ochre on canvas - framed, 49 x 49 cm
Deborah Bonar

When the weather is hot and dry, people and animals get water by digging down into the dry river bed.



Featherflowers, 2014
Acrylic on canvas - framed, 30 x 57.5 cm
Deborah Bonar
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Wreath Flowers, 2014
Acrylic on canvas - framed, 30 x 57.5 cm
Deborah Bonar
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Wildflowers - Everlastings, 2014
Acrylic on canvas - framed, 30 x 57.5 cm
Deborah Bonar
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Native Orchids, 2014
Acrylic on canvas - framed, 30 x 57.5 cm
Deborah Bonar
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Boronia, 2014
Acrylic on canvas - framed, 30 x 57.5 cm
Deborah Bonar
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Camping Outback, 2014
Acrylic on canvas - framed, 30 x 57.5 cm
Deborah Bonar
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Cooking on the Campfire, 2014
Acrylic on canvas - framed, 30 x 57.5 cm
Deborah Bonar
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Telling Tales Round the Campfire, 2014
Acrylic on canvas - framed, 30 x 57.5 cm
Deborah Bonar
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Boiling the Billy on the Campfire, 2014
Acrylic on canvas - framed, 30 x 57.5 cm
Deborah Bonar
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Toasting Marshmallows, 2014
Acrylic on canvas - framed, 30 x 57.5 cm
Deborah Bonar
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Geordie Bay, 2014
Acrylic on canvas - framed, 30 x 57.5 cm
Deborah Bonar
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Faye’s Bay, 2014
Acrylic on canvas - framed, 30 x 57.5 cm
Deborah Bonar
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The Basin, 2014
Acrylic on canvas - framed, 30 x 57.5 cm
Deborah Bonar
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Snorkelling in the Afternoon, 2014
Acrylic on canvas - framed, 30 x 57.5 cm
Deborah Bonar
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Underwater Seagrass Meadows, 2014
Acrylic on canvas - framed, 30 x 57.5 cm
Deborah Bonar
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Eighty Mile Beach, 2014
Acrylic on canvas - framed, 30 x 57.5 cm
Deborah Bonar
55



Dampier Creek, 2014
Acrylic on canvas - framed, 30 x 57.5 cm
Deborah Bonar
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Roebuck Bay, 2014
Acrylic on canvas - framed, 30 x 57.5 cm
Deborah Bonar
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Gantheaume Point, 2014
Acrylic on canvas - framed, 30 x 57.5 cm
Deborah Bonar
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Cape Leveque, 2014
Acrylic on canvas - framed, 30 x 57.5 cm
Deborah Bonar
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Blue Lagoon, 2012
Acrylic on canvas - framed, 49 x 49 cm
Deborah Bonar
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The blue lagoon at Yanchep, with its protective outer reef, is the perfect 
place to swim on a summer day.



Thunderstorms and Rainbows, 2014
Acrylic on Belgian linen, 65 x 45 cm
Deborah Bonar
61

Flashes of lightning, rumbles of thunder and the drumming of raindrops 
from an angry sky, are followed by a glorious rainbow.



Purnululu Dawn, 2010
Ochre on canvas, 76 x 122 cm
Deborah Bonar
62

Daybreak over Purnululu, the Bungle Bungles in the Kimberley.
I have used locally sourced ochres to paint the true colours and landscape 
of my Gija grandmother’s country. Through my art, I am reconnecting 
with my cultural heritage – country, family and history.



Longreach Bay (Diptych), 2014
Acrylic on canvas, 74 x 59 cm
Deborah Bonar
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Karara Station, 2013
Acrylic on Belgian linen, 69 x 58 cm
Deborah Bonar
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On Karara Station, where my grandmother Lily was born, vibrant carpets 
of wildflowers bloom in springtime.



Sunlight on the Sand Dunes (Diptych), 2014
Oil on canvas, 122 x 92 cm
Deborah Bonar
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The sand dunes are bathed in gentle early morning sunlight.



Thunderstruck, 2014
Acrylic on Belgian linen, 76 x 76 cm
Deborah Bonar
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Angry gods awake to hurl shimmering bolts of lighting and rolling drums 
of thunder in a sky show of fireworks.



Territ-territ, the honeyeater, 2013
Acrylic on Belgian linen, 92 x 76 cm
Deborah Bonar
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At the beginning of the dry season, Territ-Territ the honeyeater whistles 
and sings to the green plum to make it fat and ripe.



Kaleidoscope, 2014
Acrylic on canvas, 65 x 195 cm
Deborah Bonar
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Electric Storm, 2011
Acrylic on canvas, 200 x 143 cm
Deborah Bonar
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When the wet season breaks in Wyndham, you can see spectacular 
electric storms crackling over the ocean, way out in the Gulf.
I have use vibrant acrylics to capture the excitement of the storm and 
the downpour of wet season rain drops in all the colours of the rainbow.



Sunset, 2014
Acrylic on Belgian linen, 100 x 100 cm
Deborah Bonar
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Lemon scented gum leaves perfume the air, as the sun sets in streaks of 
fiery red.



Frutti di Mare, 2014
Acrylic on Belgian linen, 100 x 100 cm
Deborah Bonar
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WA has the best seafood. Cooked Italian style, just like mum used to 
make it. mmm



Scarborough Beach, 2014
Acrylic on Belgian linen, 97.5 x 97.5 cm
Deborah Bonar
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